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Changing Seasons  


Coordinator Position switches hands from Judy Stone to Brigette Kutschma


As the seasons change here in beautiful Wisconsin, so does the Walworth County Literacy Council (WCLC).  Judy Stone, founding member and driving force behind the WCLC, has stepped down as Program Coordinator due to familial commitments.  However, Judy remains actively involved with the WCLC by continuing to serve on the Board of Directors, conducting tutor trainings, providing administrative and logistical support, and invaluable behind-the-scenes work!  


The Walworth County Literacy Council would not exist in its current state, if not for the efforts, motivation, and inspiration of Judy Stone.  Five years ago, on the verge of retiring from a storied teaching career, Judy became interested in teaching an individual how to read.  She began to research the resources that existed in the Walworth County area.  To her surprise, she discovered that several Literacy Groups had previously existed, but were now defunct.   Judy worked in concert with the Walworth County Job Center to reinstitute a Literacy Council in Walworth County.  


The first year following the inception of the WCLC, Judy worked on laying a solid foundation for a successful organization.  Subsequently in 2003, the WCLC legitimately became a standalone operation, and began matching volunteer tutors with students.  Since its earliest days, Judy has poured an incredible amount of talent, creativity, energy, hard work, and dedication into the Literacy Council.  Her name has become synonymous with the very core of the WCLC:   Making a difference in the life of another person, and in turn, of society as a whole.    


Under Judy’s wing, the WCLC has made tremendous strides throughout the past four years.  Over 150 students have benefited from individual and small group classes.  Students are made up of both English as Second Language learners, and Basic English learners.  The waiting list for a tutor continues to grow!  The word is out that the WCLC is an invaluable resource in this community.   








�   CREATIVE TUTORING IDEA  �


Submitted by:  Francine Jacobs, Tutor


Francine likes to bounce tutoring ideas off of her mother.  She and her mother came up with an inexpensive, creative way to teach colors.  You could go to any local hardware store to pick up a few free paint sample cards.  These paint sample cards can then be incorporated into your lessons.  The possibilities are endless:  your student can learn about colors via 'paint sample flashcards'; you could use the paint sample cards to learn about prepositions (ex:  Red is on the Left of Turquoise); or you could cut shapes out of the colors �(a red heart; a green rectangle, etc.).


Thanks Francine and Francine's mother!!!








Hi All~





Just a Note from Judy.  Some of you have already found this out, but for those who haven’t, the new number where you can get a hold of me is                  262-877-3988.  I used to keep a second line in my house for literacy work, but I have now dropped that line as it is no longer necessary.  Please know that I am still here if you need me, but Brigette will be your main go-to person.





I know those of you who make it to the tutor get together on October 10th and meet Brigette will be as impressed with her as the Board and I are.  She has brought a new spirit to WCLC (and she sure does a better newsletter ha ha).





Since stepping down as the Coordinator, Judy has been busy with many ‘wish-list’ literacy projects that had been put on the backburner due to more pressing day-to-day operations of the WCLC.  Judy will continue to be actively involved with many other aspects of the WCLC, such as the Board of Directors, training new tutors, and special projects.  In addition, Judy plans to contact tutors approximately once per month to find out how their classes are progressing, and to determine what WCLC can do for you. 


The “coordinator torch” has been passed from Judy Stone to Brigette Kutschma.  Brigette began tutoring with the WCLC in 2004.  She was recently employed as a Bilingual Staff Attorney with the Wisconsin State Public Defender.  However, she left this position because she and her husband adopted a baby girl from Guatemala in April 2007.  In addition to becoming a stay-at-home mother, Brigette assumed the part-time coordinator role in June 2007.  She looks forward to working with & for the invaluable tutors who make WCLC thrive!








WCLC Receives Translators


Generous Volunteers Donate Translators


Volunteer Tutors, Alice and Denis, saw a need for students to have a translation tool.  Embodying the spirit of volunteerism, Alice and Denis worked hard to fill that need.  They set out to raise funds from family and friends.  Thanks to generous donations via the hard work of fundraising, Alice and Denis were able to purchase a substantial quantity of electronic translators.  The translators are small, hand-held electronic Franklin® devices, which translate between the Spanish and English languages.  The translators are easy to use, and come equipped with a user manual.  


The WCLC has enacted a policy for the use of the translators.  The translator is initially provided to the tutor for use in weekly classes.  If, after a period of 3 to 6 months, the translators are being utilized properly and are assisting the tutor-student communications, the tutor may then give the translator to the student.  The time period of 3 to 6 months is recommended in order to determine the student’s level of commitment to the program before the translator is gifted to them.  Students are given a written Spanish copy of the translator policy at the initial meeting.


If you are an existing tutor and would like to receive a translator for use in your tutoring sessions, please contact Brigette Kutschma at 262-903-2966 or at bkutschma@walworthcoliteracy.com.  She will arrange to get the translator to you.  		


Thank You Alice & Denis!














UPCOMING EVENT 





What 	WCLC Tutor Get-Together





When 	Wednesday, October 10, 2007 6-7pm





Where 	Gateway Technical College, 400 County Rd H Elkhorn, Room 112, 100 Building





What 	Please join us for our annual get-together!  


We ask that you bring your innovative tutoring ideas or interesting tutoring stories to share with the group.  Also, if you have developed any worksheets or other teaching aids, please kindly bring these resources to the meeting.





RSVP by 10/5/07





Call the WCLC Literacy Line at 262-741-5278 or 


e-mail bkutschma@walworthcoliteracy.com





�Pick ‘n’ save Card


The WE CARE Program at Pick ‘n’ Save allows shoppers to register their Advantage Plus card to benefit the WCLC.  Every time you shop and use your Pick ‘n’ Save Advantage Card, a small percentage of the sale helps our organization. Simply stop at the Service Desk and ask to have your Advantage Plus Card registered to WCLC’s Organization Number 911800.


Monthly Reports


Thank you to those who submit monthly report forms detailing your tutoring hours and work completed.  The monthly reports are invaluable for keeping accurate statistics and for grant writing to be able to support and expand the Literacy Council!  If you want to save a stamp, you can email Brigette a short summary of your hours, work accomplished, and progress or issues.  If you would like a Monthly Report form sent to you, please contact Brigette and she will mail you some forms.


Books


If you have materials that you no longer need, please contact Brigette Kutschma and she will make arrangements to pick up these materials.  Likewise, if you need new materials, contact Brigette and she will assist you in getting what you need!  Also, WCLC hosts a bookshelf located in the Job Center/Elkhorn.  Volunteers are encouraged to go to the Job Center to check out whatever materials they may need.  





�





Walworth County Literacy Council


Board of Directors:


Marilyn Putz, President


John Bigler		Dan Draper


Richard Goetsch		Terry Schuerman


Ron Sellnau		Judy Stone








WCLC CONTACT INFORMATION


Brigette Kutschma, Coordinator


1000 E. Centralia St., Elkhorn, WI  53121


Literacy Message Line:  262-741-5278


Cell Phone:  262-903-2966


Email:  bkutschma@walworthcoliteracy.com





�to the Following New Tutors Who Completed Training in June:      


Debora Arnold


Joanne Buttum


Christina Finkler


Marion Hess


Jan Hulbert


Francine Jacobs


Luanne Lomonte


Lily Miceli


Kathy Sandberg


Cheryl Scharbach


Bob Stephens


Fred Stopple


Susan Weseman


Shirley Wolf
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